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Coming home to God… 
Coming home to ourselves… 

 
 

The Lord sent redemption to his people. 
He has commanded his covenant for ever. 

Holy and awesome is his name. 
(Psalm 111: 9) 

 
During the last two weeks of August and in early September, many people return home from here and 
there—some with memories of far-off places, others with renewed relationships nearer at hand. We 
“come home.”   
 
After reading Jacob’s story (The Book of Genesis 32: 9-31), it seems to me that no one comes home to 
God without thinking of “the stuff” of life.  No one comes home to one’s self without sorting out the 
stuffing that fills the furniture of one’s life. 
 
Years earlier, when he was leaving home, Jacob crossed the Jordan River with nothing more than his 
staff. Now, coming home, he’s wealthy. He has he-goats, she-goats, ewes and rams. He has bulls and 
cows. In his train, he brings handmaidens with their children and, of course, his two wives, Rachel and 
Leah, with their offspring.   
 
But Jacob also carries excess baggage—guilt-laden memories. He would give the world to deny it, but 
he cannot: he knows that he has cheated his brother Esau out of his birthright; he knows that he has 
fooled his blind father, Isaac; and he knows that he has conned his father-in-law, Laban, out of just 
about everything that could not be nailed down. But to Jacob’s credit, he also knows that the truths he 
has long evaded must be faced if he is to enjoy a homecoming not only with his brother Esau, but, 
more importantly, with God. 
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To straighten things out with God, Jacob must find solitude. That night, alone on the banks of the river, 
quite unexpectedly, Jacob wrestles his demons as long as it would take to bring them to light, as long 
as it would take to make them yield him a blessing. Then, having wrestled with God, Jacob is given a 
new name denoting larger responsibilities: Jacob is renamed “Israel,” a name his descendants will 
carry for generations. 

*   *   * 

If we are to “come home to God,” if we are to “come home to ourselves,” we must face, rather than 
flee, those memories that will not stay buried. Like Jacob, we cannot be blessed without being 
wounded. A friend puts it, “No laming, no naming.” No struggle, no homecoming. As we learn from 
the experiences of Jacob, the People’s Republic of China in the post-Kuomintang days in the late 
1970’s, and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa after the formally-declared end 
of apartheid—rebirth comes through confession, from interrogating one’s own soul. 
 
To begin, Jacob tells us that one must be alone. It makes sense: we think of Jesus in the wilderness and 
Jesus, alone in the Garden of Gethsemane. All of us, finally, are solitudes. We are born alone, we die 
alone, and in between we stumble along in the footsteps of lonely prototypes like Abraham, Sarah, 
Ulysses, and Paul.   
 
Alone, we face the demons. We wrestle with them.  But the story doesn’t end there. 
 
For as in the ancient myths dragons turn out to be princesses, so assailants in the night—those guilt-
laden memories—can prove to be angels. God wants us to travel light, all parts reconciled and working 
together. God doesn’t want us to be sinners, God wants us to be forgiven sinners. In a line that recalls 
Jacob’s wrestling with the unknown visitor beside the Jabbok, John Calvin wrote, “God becomes in us 
stronger than the power by which God opposes us.” We can come home, limping like Jacob, so that, 
like Jacob, we can be at one with God, at one with the serenity that lies on the far side of conflict. 
 

*   *   * 

It’s tempting to see God as a pole firmly planted in certain soil, a never-changing, never-moving rock, 
a resident of a certain mountain or holy place, too distant to be approached and yet comforting in 
permanence.   
 
This isn’t the way Scripture describes God. The wandering people whose stories fill the Old Testament 
knew God as one who wandered with them; who came to them, sometimes in the night, sometimes at 
dawn, sometimes at noonday; who “sent redemption to his people;” who found Abraham in a strange 
land, Jacob camped by a creek, Moses in bondage, David tending sheep, and Mary Magdalene 
weeping beside an empty tomb. God made covenants with them, went with broken people into exile, 
and then led them home. 
 
God is not waiting in a holy place or in a frozen Bible. God is coming to us, day and night, speaking 
words of love and life.      
         
  
 
        James H. Purdy, Rector 
July 31, 2010 
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The Meandering Musician       by S. William Aitken  
 

CHORISTERS BEGIN ON THURSDAY – SEPTEMBER 9 – 6:00 P.M. 
Boys and Girls in Grades 3 through 7, this is a great year to join Choristers!! We rehearse on Thursdays 

from 6:00 – 6:45 P.M. – (after sports and before homework!) We 
meet in the Undercroft and then rehearse in the Choir Room. 
Join a great group of smart, fun, boys and girls – and best of all – 
fantastic singers! 
 
MARK THE DATE NOW:  SUNDAY – OCTOBER 3rd- 
5:00 P.M. for a SPECTACULAR CONCERT celebrating 
Domenico Scarlatti’s 325th Birthday!!!  Dr. Charles Metz – 
Harpsicordist and The Saint Peter’s Singers will present a Concert 
featuring FIVE of Domenico Scarlatti’s HARPSICHORD 
SONATAS Woven between the Five Movements of Scarlatti’s 
MASS FOR FOUR VOICES and Scarlatti’s MOTET FOR ALL 
SAINTS’ DAY . 

 
  
Calling All Acolytes! by Kelly Carlson 
Who carries a cross and leads the choir in procession on Sunday morning?  An Acolyte!  Who carries 
the lit torches?  Acolytes! Acolytes provide leadership that helps us gather together to worship God in 
community each week. They serve September through May, with each Acolyte Team serving once 
every five or six weeks. 
 
School has begun, but it is not too late!  If you are in high school and would like to serve as an acolyte 
during the current academic year, please contact Kelly Carlson by phone (314-993-2306, ext 107) or 
email (kcarlson@stpetersepiscopal.org).    
 
 

Saint Peter’s Altar Guild  by Jan Craig 
Altar Guild is the ministry of preparing and maintaining the altar and sacred vessels for our worship 
services. We care for the linens, communion silver, liturgical hangings and candles. We have the 
privilege of preparing the altar for all services. It is a deeply meaningful and fulfilling way to serve our 
parish and worship God. As we move through the church year, the changing vestments and hangings 
are a distinct reminder of the progression of the seasons in the Christian calendar. 
 
We welcome new members and provide complete training so that anyone joining will be comfortable 
serving.  Each Altar Guild Member signs up for three months of the year, working on one service most 
Sundays of those months. I have found being a member of the Saint Peter’s Altar Guild to be a most 
rewarding service. If you are interested in joining, please call or email Jan Craig at 314-453-9989 or 
craigjb@sbcglobal.net, or contact a member of the clergy. 
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Please join us on September 26 

by Deirdre Noelker, Chair, Consecration Sunday Team 

I invite you to plan now to attend two important Consecration Sunday events:   the 8 
o’clock or 10:30 worship service, and the Celebration Reception that will immediately 
follow each service. 

 
On April 26, the Rector, Wardens, and Vestry unanimously approved to continue 
following the Consecration Sunday Program as a way to share the biblical and 
spiritual principles of generous living. We have invited Tom Gossen to be our Guest 
Leader on Consecration Sunday, September 26. Tom is the Executive Director of The 
Episcopal Network for Stewardship (TENS), which he established in 1996. He has 
extensive experience in leading and developing programs for dioceses and 
congregations and is looking forward to being with us on this special day of worship. 

 
Consecration Sunday is designed to help us focus on our need to give.  It will offer us 
the opportunity to consider how our decisions about giving our time, treasure, and 
talents to the Church can enrich our lives and deepen our relationship with God.  On 
Sunday, September 26, we will be invited to make our financial commitment for the 
coming year, 2011. 

 
The Consecration Sunday Team and Vestry Members will make every effort to inform, 
inspire, and encourage everyone to take part in Consecration Sunday worship and the 
receptions following each service. 

 
Thank you in advance for your prayers and enthusiastic participation in Consecration 
Sunday! – and to growing as stewards of God’s grace.�
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Education News 
 
A Tale of Two Bookcases 
    by Greg Knight, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
 
I moved into my new office here at Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church on a Thursday.  I brought with me 
a couple of boxes of books from my seminary days. My wife, Karen, was thrilled to have the space 
back on our bookcases at home. I walked into the office and looked around at the shelves packed full 
of books. There was even a portable bookshelf in the corner of the office that was also covered in 
books. I looked back and forth from the boxes of books looking for a home to the full bookcases not 
giving up an inch and thought, “Great. Now what?” 
 
Coming into new situations can be pretty scary sometimes. Because there are not only expectations 
waiting for you when you get there, but there is a whole history of work that has gone before. Such is 
the case with the position of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Director at Saint Peter’s Church.  
While I may be the first person to serve this parish with that title, I am certainly not coming into a 
brand new ministry. I have spent my summer getting to know the work that has already been 
happening here at Saint Peter’s with the Church School, the Confirmation Class, the Youth Group and 
the Wednesday Family Night Events. I have been encouraged and impressed with the work that has 
been done in this parish in the name of Christian education and formation for our young people and I 
look forward to working with those who volunteer their time and talents to continue this ministry.  And 
I’m excited to see what new things I can bring to the table as we strive together to understand how God 
is working in the lives of our families. 
 
It turns out that the bookshelves that looked so full when I first got to my office actually yielded plenty 
of room to accommodate the books that I had brought with me. I had to shuffle some things around in 
order to make room in some cases, but at the end of the day there was a place for everything. I believe 
God will make room for all of us as we begin this ministry together for the coming year and I look 
forward to combining our knowledge in service to the children, youth, and families of Saint Peter’s. 
 

 
 

Searching for God in the Daily News. . . .  by Kelly Carlson 
Reading the newspaper that arrives via our front porch, computer screen, or cell phone can 

be a disconcerting experience these days. How many times this summer has a front page detailed war, 
natural disaster, and economic instability? How can we make sense of the relationship between the 
uncertain portraits of our world painted in newsprint and the Good News that fosters our faith?  
Perhaps together, reading through the Anglican trifocal of scripture, tradition, and reason, we can find 
God in the midst of the daily news. 
 
Beginning September 16, please join Kelly Carlson in the small Conference Room (on the second floor 
of the Education Building, across from the offices) as she searches for God in the daily news, every 
Thursday at 9:15 A.M. Coffee and clippings are most welcome.   
 
 
 
 



6 
 

  Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
by Greg Knight, Director 

 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As children grow into young adults, 
ministries grow right along with them.  
We offer a relational model of ministry 
to our young people including: 
 
���������	

����

��
·  For 6th and 7th grade 
·  Meet in the 6th and 7th room  
      during 10:30 Service 
·  Curriculum information at 

www.livingthegoodnews.com/�
�

�
��������
��������
·  For 8th grade and older�
·  9:30 am in the 6th and 7th room  

on first and third Sunday of  
each month�

·  Curriculum information at 
www.confirmnotconform.com/ 

 
���������������

�	���

��
·  For 8th-12th grade�
·  12 Noon until 2:00 P.M. in Youth Room on 

second and fourth Sunday of each month�
 

Children are a vital part of the ministry of 
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church.  We offer 
several opportunities for Christian Formation 
every Sunday morning including: 
 
�
������
�������	���������
·  For infants and toddlers  
·  8:30-11:00 A.M. in the Nursery  
 
�����	

����������
·  For 3-5 year olds 
·  During 10:30 Service in  
     the Little Building 
·  Curriculum information at 

www.beulahenterprises.org/ 
 
�	��������������
����
·  Church School for K-5th grade 
·  Meet in Undercroft during  
     10:30 Service 
·  Curriculum information at  
     leaderresources.org/workshopcycles 

In addition to the many opportunities for young people to get involved, families have 
the chance to come together through regular activities and special events including: 

�	��������������� �
December 24 at 4:00 P.M. 
 
�
�	��������������
May 8 at 10:30 Service 
 
�
������������	��������
Second Sunday of each month at 10:00 A.M. 

 ���������!������"��	�� �
Second Wednesday of each month at 6:00 P.M. 
 
�
��������
�������������

��
First and Third Sunday of each month at 9:30 A.M. 
 
��#���� ����	� 
���	
��
November 28 at 11:30 A.M. 
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Fall Film Festival   by Kelly Carlson 
         
“You know the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.” (The Book of 
Exodus 23: 9b) These were God’s words to the Israelites gathered at Mount Sinai. So many 
centuries later, in such a different world, do we know the heart of an alien?  Can we recognize 
the heart of one who newly comes to a place most of us have always called “home”? This Fall 
we will be watching three films that offer very different perspectives on the 21st century 
immigrant experience in America: 
 

October 6:  Man Push Cart  
November 3:  Under the Same Moon 
December 1:  The Visitor 

 
Will we recognize our hearts in the stories being told?  (Will we learn the story behind the title “Man 
Push Cart”?)  Come and see! Please join Kelly Carlson in the Undercroft at 6 P.M. on the first 
Wednesday of each month for dinner and a movie.  A free will offering will be collected to cover the 
cost of the (delicious!) pizza dinner.   
 
 
 
 
 

Book Group  
 
September 1 Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America  

  by Firoozeh Dumas 
 
October 6 Half-Broke Horses: A True-Life Novel, by Jeannette Walls 
 
November 3 Same Kind of Different As Me, by Ron Hall and Denver Moore 

 
We meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 1:45 P.M. in the Elliot Room. Won't you join us? 
 
 
 
 
 

Peeps from the Playgroup  by Lisa Reynolds, Director 
 
We are counting down the last days of summer to our Open House on Friday, September 10.  We are 
looking forward to the arrival of the children and getting started. We have a few spaces available. 
Please call the Playgroup Office: 314-993-6774, or email playgroup@stpetersepiscopal.org for 
information.  
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Pastoral Care News 
 
 

In Appreciation... 
 
Two “Autumn Brilliance” serviceberry trees were planted on the Saint Peter’s Church grounds—
between the sweetgums of the front lawn, off the southeast corner of the church building. One tree was 
given in memory of BJ Williams, and the other in thanksgiving for Georgia Van Cleve Colwell and 
Ellen Jones, honorary co-chairs of the Woman’s Guild Angels in the Garden fundraiser.  
 
The plantings in the lower parking area and the playground of the Little Building were given in 
thanksgiving for and in honor of Mary and Tom Ott, by Bill Spradley, in June 2010. 
 
 
 

Wednesday Family Nights 
 
The second Wednesday of the month is “Family Night” at Saint Peter’s Church!  On seven 
Wednesdays throughout the academic year, families are invited to gather in the Undercroft at 6:00 
P.M. to enjoy a pizza supper, fun, fellowship, and a spiritually creative activity for the children.   
 
Please join us on Wednesday, September 8, to kick off our new season and meet Greg Knight, our new 
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries.  After a long, hot summer we will have fun 
catching up with friends and playing some getting-to-know-you games with Greg! 
 
Join us on any or all of the Wednesday Family Nights scheduled for the 2010-2011 academic year:  

·  September 8 
·  October 13 
·  November 10 
·  January 12 
·  February 9 
·  April 13 
·  May 11 

 
The cost is $5 per person or $15 per family.  To ensure that we order enough food, please RSVP to 
Ann Sutter by Wednesday morning at 314-994-3594 or ann.sutter@sbcglobal.net. Also let Ann know 
if you’d like to be included on a monthly reminder email list for this event. 
 
 
 
Men’s Breakfast  

Join us in the Undercroft at 7:15 A.M. on the second Tuesday of the month beginning on 
September 14 for a breakfast gathering of the Men’s Group of Saint Peter’s Episcopal 

Church. Subsequent breakfasts will be on October 12, November 9 and December 14. 
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Woman’s Guild by Elli Jordan 
 
The June Angels in the Garden Tour and Party were just fabulous!  The gardens were beautiful and 
unique. It was like being transported to a quiet oasis far from the hustle and bustle of urban living. We 
want to thank the Bahns, the Gays, the Holtons, the Holmes’, the Roberts’, and the Matthews’ for 
giving us the opportunity to see their special gardens. We also want to thank the Matthews’ for not 
only letting us come to see their garden, but also for hosting the party that evening. The food prepared 
by our volunteers was luscious (and devoured without hesitation!). The flowers were beautiful, and all 
the decorations were lovely. What a perfect way for those who volunteered, and for our guests to end 
this special day. We hope that you have the tour brochure to remember this day. Tony Tharenos, who 
is just starting his career at T.N.T. Graphics, volunteered his time to do this for us. The photographs 
were taken by Bonnie Freeland. We appreciate the work of all the volunteers who helped with the 
Garden Tour and Party. With your help we were able to distribute over $20,000 to our charities. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH!          
     
We are now ready for the 2010-2011 year. Our Guild is offering our programs to women and men, and 
we have planned programs that will be interesting to everybody. Please join us. Lunch is at 12:15 and 
the programs begin at 12:45. Come for both if your schedule allows. We will look forward to seeing 
you. 
 
The following are the first seven programs: 
 
September 28 – The Market for Antiques, Yesterday and Today, presented by professional Louise 
Harre. Bring an antique about which you have any questions. 
 
October 5 – The Latest on Knee and Hip Health Including Procedures, Prevention, etc., presented 
by Dr. Andrew Spitzfaden, Orthopedic Surgeon at St. Luke’s Hospital. 
 
October 12 – The Episcopal City Mission – The Rev. Dietra Wise, Chaplain, and Mary Kay Digby, 
Executive Director will tell the ECM story and talk about opportunity for  ministry. 
Also that day: “How Do You Love Your Neighbor?” – Sally Lemkemeier and Francie Jones 
 
October 19 – Elder Care and Life Care Planning – Maria Miskovic and Debra Schuster will discuss 
how to give clients and family options to enhance quality of life, maintain independence and preserve 
their values. 
 
October 26 – Balance and Fall Prevention Through Ballroom Dancing – Marcia Shepley, 
occupational therapist and owner of the Mahler Ballroom will show us ways to improve our balance 
and have fun, too. 
 
November 2 – Heart Health – Presented by Linda Hiette from the Heart Association who will speak 
about stress management and diet to help protect your heart. 
 
November 9 – Coping with transitions – Sharon Kirsch, a counselor with Care and Counseling, will 
cover the challenges we face as we get older and how to handle them. 
NOTE: Special beading class at 11:00 with guests from The Haven of Grace. Open to all. 
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Evening Women’s Association  by Jane Gilbert 
Please join us the first Friday of each month for fun, friendship and frivolity. All women from the 
parish and community are welcome; please bring a friend! We meet at 7:00 P.M. in the Undercroft 
followed by Compline at 9:00 in Grace Chapel.  
 
Watch the Sunday service sheets for more news about our upcoming meetings: 
  

October – We’ll make a Saturday visit to Chaumette Winery in Ste. Genevieve. 
November – We’re planning a short retreat on transitions. 

 
 
 

Sunday Sandwiches   
2nd – 8th Graders, please help! Join other parishioners one Sunday each month to make lunches for the 

Sunshine Ministries, which provides services to homeless men in St. Louis. Let’s make as 
many lunches as we can! We meet 10:00 – 10:30 A.M. in the Undercroft kitchen on the 
second Sunday of the month, beginning September 12. We will also meet on October 10, 

November 14 and December 12.  
 
 
 

Moment in Time 2010 
The Episcopal City Mission’s annual gala event, “Moment in Time”, will be Friday evening, 
September 24 at the Crowne Plaza, Clayton.  All proceeds from the evening benefit the work of the 
Chaplains in the detention centers. The jewelry for the raffle this year is a pair of “Lady Di” style 
diamond and sapphire earrings. They are 1.1 carat weight diamonds and 1 carat weight sapphires, and 
are valued at $2000. Raffle tickets can be purchased for $10 each or 3/$25, from any ECM Board 
member, from the ECM office at 314-436-3545, or by contacting Saint Peter’s parishioner Ann 
Randazzo at var_agr@charter.net. You need not be present to win. 
 
 
 
Christmas Caps for Brown Water Mariners  
“Since 1898, during the Spanish American War, volunteers of the 
Seamen’s Church Institute have knitted, collected, packed, and 
distributed gifts to mariners who are miles away from home during the 
holidays.” Since 2001 Saint Peter’s Church has participated in the 
Institute’s efforts through “Christmas on the River,” providing gift boxes to the brown-water 
mariners who work the inland waterways onboard towboats and from shore. While mariners receive 
the gifts at Christmas, volunteers work year-round to create hand-knit items to include in the holiday 
gift boxes.  If you would like to share in this ministry by knit ting one or more seafarer’s beanies, 
please contact the Church Office (314-993-2306, ext. 100; Office@StPetersEpiscopal.org) to 
request the pattern. We even have yarn to share!  (Did you know that the Seamen’s Church Institute 
is affiliated with the Episcopal Church? To learn more visit www.stpetersepiscopal.org/pages_river.asp 
and www.seamenschurch.org.)     
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The Haven of Grace   by Alison Zeller, Community Relations Coordinator 
For the past seven years, The Haven of Grace has used gardening as a complement to our nutrition 
program, but this year, our Gardening Project for Homeless Women was expanded to increase the 
residents’ participation in growing, harvesting, cooking, and selling the produce. The young women 
planted the first seeds in April and we have had a bountiful harvest of summer produce like kale, 
carrots, beans, and mixed lettuce. They recently planted a second round of produce and we are 
expecting an abundant fall crop of squash, sweet potatoes, spinach, and eggplant. Every Saturday 
through October 16 a small group of Haven residents will be selling the produce and hand-made crafts 
at the North City Farmers’ Market from 9:00 A.M. to Noon. Stop by our booth and get a taste of the 
homegrown vegetables!  
 
Don’t forget that it is almost time for The Haven’s fall fundraising dinner at Larry Forgione’s “An 
American Place”. This year’s event, entitled I’ll Toast to That, will take place October 17 at 6:00 P.M. 
As an added feature to Forgione’s gourmet cuisine, attendees will be treated to an exclusive wine 
pairing with their meal. To order tickets to I’ll Toast to That, please call 314-621-6507 or visit 
www.havenofgracestl.org. 
 
 

Shenandoah School News  by Peggy Vickroy 
Our relationship with Shenandoah School is very strong. The principal and faculty are very 
appreciative of our efforts. We have seen solid improvement in many of the students we tutor.  
However, there is a real need for more tutors as there are a number of children who need help and 
aren’t getting it. 

 
Tutoring requires a commitment of once a week for about an hour during the 
school year. We generally tutor two students, each for a half-hour. It is all right 
to miss a week or two when out of town or the weather is bad, etc.  Reading and 
math are the most needed subject areas where help is needed.  Additionally, an 
excellent exercise in improving writing skills would be to encourage the 
students to write short papers. 
 
Please help! If you are willing/able to participate in this ministry, please phone 
the Church Office at 314-993-2306. 
 

 
St. Louis Chamber New Season: Progressions – Transitions 
Plan to attend the first concert of the new season! Join the St. Louis Chamber Chorus on Sunday, 
October 3 for “Transmigration: From Hungary to Hollywood,” to be held at St. Mary of Victories 
Catholic Church, 744 South 3rd Street, Downtown Saint Louis. Solemn prayers by Franz Liszt and 
Zoltán Kodály punctuate an elegant Missa Brevis by Kodály’s pupil, Mátyás Seiber. A magnificent 
setting of Psalm 23 is provided by Miklós Rózsa, one of Hungary’s most illustrious musical exports, 
who won three Oscars and numerous nominations for his movie soundtracks. 
 
For ticket information call the Chamber Chorus office at 636-458-4343 or order online at 
www.chamberchorus.org. 
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Building Commission News  
 
Recent repairs to the Saint Peter’s building and grounds include:   

·  Replacing 15 feet of a sewer line—digging a trench, replacing the line, cementing the line, and 
building a coffer dam to help prevent further damage—at a cost of $3,100. 

·  Repairing broken bricks and roofing tiles—at a cost of $12,523. 
·  Tuck pointing and sealing walls and caps of the Little Building and playground and repairing 

stone steps at main entrance to building—at a cost of $5,519. 
·  Resurfacing middle parking lot and patching and sealing upper and lower lots and driveway—

at a cost of $18,650. 
The total cost of these repairs amounted to $36,692. The good news, as reported by Bob Harre, is that 
the final contracts are about $3,000 less than the total approved by the Vestry. 
 
Thanks to Bob for making these necessary repairs happen, and thanks to John Brauch for helping with 
the paving project. 
 
 

Prayer List 
We pray for all those in this congregation who work in God's ministry—Jim, Kelly, Stephen, Jay, and 
Joe, our clergy; the other members of the staff; and for our parish family. For our Ministry on the 
River, and for mariners who labor on our river systems and their families. For the Diversity Task 
Force. For the Shenandoah Elementary School students, teachers and tutors. For The Haven of Grace 
staff, babies, and their mothers; and all previous residents of The Haven of Grace and their children. 
We pray for those committed to our ongoing prayers—for all parishioners and for our families and 
friends. 
 
 
 

Office Notes 
·  The deadline for the next Rooster Tales Express is September 17, for the Fall issue (October 

17 – November 27). Please submit your article to the Church Office, or e-mail it to Carol Lyons 
at clyons@StPetersEpiscopal.org. 

·  The Church Office will be closed and the buildings locked on Monday, October 11 in 
observance of the Columbus Day holiday. 
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