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Legacy Giving Society of Saint Peter’s Church 
 
 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Idla S. Elzemeyer Leschen…the inspiration for the new 
Legacy Giving Society of Saint Peter’s Church… 
 
On October 24, the Vestry unanimously approved to establish the Ilda S. Elzemeyer Leschen Fund. In 
addition, the Vestry unanimously approved to establish the Legacy Giving Society of Saint Peter’s 
Church. 
 
The vitality of our mission and ministries is built on the generosity of many. We offer our deep 
appreciation for their gracious gifts. The congregation of Saint Peter’s Church recognizes the 
responsibility each succeeding generation has to future generations and the continued strength of our 
faith and service to one another and the community. 
 
Therefore, inspired by the spirit of generosity and hospitality expressed by Ilda S. Elzemeyer Leschen, 
we honor her memory with the creation of the Legacy Giving Society of Saint Peter’s Church. The 
Legacy Giving Society is formed to recognize those persons who have made a documented planned 
gift to Saint Peter’s Church. 
 
For an opportunity to participate in this new endeavor, watch for more information in 2012. 
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Worship News 
 
 
Advent Services of Worship 
Continuing a tradition of the Western Church and Saint Peter’s Church, we shall light the Advent 
Wreath candles on the four Sundays of Advent at the beginning of the Worship Services.  
 
Everyone is welcome to the Choir Concert of Handel’s Messiah (Part I) on Sunday, December 4 at 
5:00 P.M., featuring the Saint Peter’s Choir, Soloists and Chamber Orchestra. The Saint Peter’s 
Woman’s Guild will host a reception for all following the concert.  
 
On Sunday, December 11, on the Third Sunday of Advent, we will celebrate a Festival of Advent 
Lessons and Carols during the 10:30 A.M. Worship Service. 
  
 
 
Christmas Eve Worship – December 24: 
 4:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist  
  Children’s Christmas Pageant   
 6:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist  
10:30 P.M. Carol Service 
11:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist  
 
 
 
Christmas Day Worship – December 25: 
10:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist  
 
 
 
Christmas Private Communions 
The clergy will consider it their privilege to administer Holy Communion to those shut-in or otherwise 
unable to participate in the worship of Christmas. Please telephone the Church Office at (314) 993-
2306, ext. 100 for scheduling. 
 
 
Christmas Offering  
For the second year, the Christmas offering has been designated by the Faith in Action Commission 
and the Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church to support the mission and 
ministry of three regional ministries that are concerned with presenting hope-filled opportunities to 
women and their children:  The Haven of Grace; The Women’s Safe House; and Lydia’s House.  
 
Please use the special offering envelopes to be enclosed in the Christmas Eve/Day service booklets if 
you wish to support these ministries in our community. Loose checks which are clearly marked for the 
Christmas Offering will also be designated for these three ministries. 
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The Meandering Musician       by S. William Aitken  
 

             George Frideric Handel’s MESSIAH (Part I) 
 Sunday, December 4th, 5:00 p.m. 
 One of our most loved Christmas Concerts 
 returns to St. Peter’s - 
 with the Saint Peter’s Choir, and Soloists – 
 KELLY DECKER 
 HOLLEY SHERWOOD 
 BETH SEELIG  
 BRYAN MILLER 
 ROBERTA HMIEL 
 DANIEL PICKETT 
 JIM KALKBRENNER 
 and the Chamber Orchestra 

    A spectacular reception by the Woman’s Guild follows the concert! 
 
Sunday, December 11, 10:30 A.M. – SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS 
Hymns for the Congregation, with carols and anthems by the Choristers, the Bell Choir, and the St. 
Peter’s Choir combine to make one of the favorite services of the year. This year’s service includes 
music by Peter Warlock, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Richard Rodney Bennett, John Ireland, and 
Charles V. Stanford. 
 

Christmas Eve – Music for 4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. – and 10:30 P.M. 
The Pageant Service at 4:00 P.M., features the Choristers and Children of the parish, with carols for 
all. 
 
At 6:00 P.M., there are congregational carols, as well as carol settings of “All This Time” by William 
Walton, “Ding! Dong! Merrily on High” by Charles Wood, and “Away in a Manger” by W. J. 
Kirkpatrick for the choir.  
 
At 10:30 P.M., the Carol Service will feature Andrew Carter’s “Hodie Christus natus est”, John 
Rutter’s “I Wonder As I Wander”, William Aitken’s new carol composed for this service “Hodie 
Christus natus est” and Harold Darke’s  “In The Bleak Midwinter”. During the Eucharist, Tomás Luis 
de Victoria’s elegant setting of the “Gloria in Excelsis” from his Missa O Magnum Mysterium will be 
featured along with Luca Marenzio’s “Hodie Christus natus est”, David Willcocks’ “I Saw Three 
Ships”, Charles Wood’s “Ding! Dong! Merrily On High” and W. J. Kirkpatrick’s “Away in a 
Manger.” 
 

Sunday, January 8, 5:00 P.M. – Organ Recital and Choral Evensong 
WILLIAM AITKEN  – Organist of St. Peter’s Church is the recitalist at 5:00 P.M.  
At 5:30 P.M. – Choral Evensong with Carols for Christmas and Epiphany begins the New Year 
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Education News 
 
Sunday Coffee with Daniel 
 
Do you have any questions you would like to ask our Interim Rector?  Ideas to share?   
Here is the perfect opportunity!  Join Daniel for coffee in the Elliot Room between the worship 
services on January 8th and 22nd. 
 
 
Wednesday Night Adult Education in the Season of Epiphany 
 
Mark your calendar – January 18 and 25 will be Soup and Study Wednesdays at Saint Peter’s Church.  
Join Daniel Pearson and Kelly Carlson for dinner and conversation.  Check the Sunday announcements 
and bulletin boards throughout the buildings in early January for details. We will meet again on the last 
Wednesday in Epiphany – February 15 – to enjoy a movie and pizza dinner.  Any suggestions of films 
worth watching?  Share your recommendations with Kelly! 
 
All Wednesday night Adult Education events begin at 6:00 P.M. in the Undercroft. A free will 
offering is collected to cover the cost of dinner. 
  
 
Searching for God in the Daily News 
 
Searching for God in the Daily News meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 P.M. in the Conference Room on 
the second floor of the Education wing.  We will not meet during the month of December.  Plan to join 
us in 2012, beginning on Wednesday, January 11th.  Bring your clippings and coffee and join the 
conversation! 
 
 
Wednesday Family Night, 2012 
 
The second Wednesday of the month is Wednesday Family Night at Saint Peter’s Church.  Following a 
December hiatus, families will gather in the Undercroft at 6:00 P.M. on January 11th for a special 
Epiphany Party.  We will resume “The Gospel According to Pixar” film festival on February 8th.  The 
cost is $5 per person or $15 per family.  Please join us for fun, fellowship, and pizza! 
 
To ensure that we order enough food, please RSVP to Ann Sutter by Wednesday morning at 314-994-
3594 or ann.sutter@sbcglobal.net.  If you would like to be included on a reminder email list for this 
event, please make sure Ann has your email address. 
  
 
Looking ahead to Lent. . . .     
 
February 22nd is Ash Wednesday.  Please mark your calendars to attend a special 
children’s liturgy and dinner in the Undercroft at 6:00 P.M. on Wednesday, February 22. 
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Living on the Edge  

 by Greg Knight – Director of Children, Family and Youth Ministries 
 
As I write this article I am aware that my entire world will change by the time our next Rooster Tales 
comes out.  By then my wife Karen and I will have welcomed our new child into the world and into 
our family.   
 
It’s a rare thing to stand at the edge of a major life event and be able to take stock of what’s to come.  
The random surprises of life offer us few opportunities to anticipate a major moment.  Instead, we 
move from one state to another without taking time to reflect on how significantly we have been 
changed and how powerfully our lives have been affected.   
 
Advent offers us this time of mindful preparation. Over the course of four weeks we slowly bring the 
light of the world into our parish, our homes, our lives. It is my hope that over the course of the next 
few weeks and months we take time to be aware of how God is being revealed in our lives and how the 
Spirit moves through our families and communities calling us to shine forth God’s love to the world.  
Alleluia, God is with us on the edges of our lives.      
 
   

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS  
FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Dec. 17:  Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
     Giving Tree Deliveries 
 
Dec. 18:  Flip Sunday (Children at Communion) 
     Confirmation Class Luncheon 
 
Dec. 24:   Christmas Pageant 
 
Jan. 15:   Flip Sunday (Children at Communion) 
 
Feb. 19:  Flip Sunday (Children at Communion) 
 
Feb. 22:  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 

SUNDAY PROGRAMS 

PRESCHOOL (3-5 YEAR OLDS) 
Dec. 4-Dec. 18: Christmas 
Jan. 15-Jan. 29: Jesus in Temple 
Feb. 5-Feb. 19: Baptism & Temptation 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL (K-5 TH GRADE) 
Dec. 4-Dec. 18: Emmanuel, God with Us 
Jan. 15-Jan. 29: Let There Be Light 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL (6 TH & 7TH GRADE) 
Nov. 21-Feb. 19: Lectionary Lessons  
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS (8 TH GRADE) 
Dec. 4, Dec. 18, Jan. 15, Jan. 29, Feb. 12: 
Tradition & Reason

 
 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal – December 17 
 

Our annual Christmas Pageant will be on December 24, Christmas Eve at 4:00 P.M.  
We will have a rehearsal for children and volunteers the week before, on Saturday, 
December 17 at 9:00 A.M.  There are several parts to cast, so all children are 

welcome to participate. 
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Giving Tree Deliveries – December 17 
 
On Saturday, December 17 at 10:30 A.M. the Confirmation Class is invited to help 
deliver the gifts collected from our Giving Tree.  We will split up into teams, deliver the gifts, do a 
quick tour of the delivery sites, and then meet for some hot chocolate afterwards.  This is a great 
opportunity for our youth to see where our donations go and to meet the children who will be receiving 
our gifts. 
 
 
 
Flip Sundays – December 18, January 15 and February 19 
 
We are excited to continue to feature a new look to our Church School education this year as every 
third Sunday of each month becomes a “Flip” Sunday.  This means that we flip when the children 
leave for Sunday Church School.  Instead of starting the 10:30 Service in worship they will meet in the 
Undercroft to be directed to their Church School class and come back to worship during the Peace so 
that they can have Communion with their family.  The dates for our Flip Sundays are December 18, 
January 15 and February 19.   
 
 
 
Confirmation Class Luncheon – December 18 
 
We will have a pizza party for our Confirmation Class and their mentors and parents on Sunday, 
December 18 at 12:30 P.M.  We will have food and games for everyone and celebrate reaching the 
halfway point.  This will take the place of our regular class at 9:30 A.M. that day.   
 
 
Book Group   by Francie Jones 
 
We start 2012 on January 4 with Nina Sankovitch’s memoir Tolstoy and the Purple Chair: My Year of 
Magical Reading. One reviewer says that this book is “a unique celebration of life, love, and 
literature.” Another says that “Sankovitch shows how books have the power to refresh, renew, and 
even heal”—a perfect way for a Book Group to start the year. 
 
On February 1 we will discuss Barbara Ehrenreich’s Bright–Sided: How Positive Thinking is 
Undermining America. We have previously read her books Nickel and Dimed and Bait and Switch. She 
always gives us a lot to talk about. Hanna Rose in The New York Times Book Review Says “I have 
waited my whole life for someone to write a book like “Bright-Sided” – Wow! 
 
The Dressmaker of Khair Khana is an inspiring book about five sisters, one remarkable family, and the 
woman who risked everything to keep them safe. This is a welcome true story from Afghanistan that 
we will discuss on March 7.  
 
We meet on Wednesdays at 1:45 in the Elliot Room. Won’t you join us for any or all of these 
discussions? 
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Stewardship: It’s About Us; It’s About God. 
 
In her recent book, The Church and the Crisis of Community, Dr. Teresa Lanini takes note of the 
cultural forces that make having a sense of Christian community difficult:  increased mobility; loss of a 
sense of place and tradition; electronic communications with Facebook and Twitter creating “faceless” 
social networks and revolutionizing friendship; rampant individualism; and myths of heroic self-
sufficiency.   
 
In light of these and other challenges of being a Christian community, we are drawn to the question of 
its importance.  In his most recent sermon, our Assisting Priest, Jay Kanzler identified one good reason 
to be the church:  a person’s heartfelt need to belong to a spiritual community. And to make the point, 
Jay was talking about himself as a sometime seeker of good news.  Happily, for him and for us, he 
found that good news here at St. Peter’s Church as people welcomed, listened and encouraged him.  In 
other words, when Jay was searching, there were people who helped him be found. 
 
When we practice the Good News of God in Christ in Christian community, we not only help meet the 
human need for belonging but we also mirror the divine life of our Triune God. Yes, Christian 
community is about the Trinity. The proclamation that “these three are one” is not about math but 
rather about relationships: diversity and unity, similarity and difference, participation and co-
inherence. As one theologian has noted, we humans have relationships; God is the relationships God 
has. 
 
There are many, many ways of being a part of Christian community:  gathering for worship and prayer, 
mutually caring for one another and working together for the benefit and flourishing of others.  And 
last, but not least, is the giving of our money as a sacramental sign of doing our part in creating 
Christian community while at the same time giving witness of our desire to participate in God’s Triune 
life.  Think of what we do:  at the Offertory in our liturgy we come forward with our monetary gifts 
held high and doxologically offer them to “Father, Son and Holy Ghost.” These gifts are brought 
together with the gifts of bread and wine, an action that further sacralizes our offering of money.    
Stewardship: It’s about us, our coming together, our life in community.  It’s about participating in the 
life of God.   
         dvp 
 
Statistical Report on 2012 Consecration Sunday Results 
 
      by Cindy Heuermann, Stewardship Ministry Coordinator 
 
As of November 16, 2011, a total of 205 giving units have completed an Estimate of Giving Card and 
have committed a total of $487,100 for the year 2012. A total of 48 of these giving units increased 
their financial commitment above last year’s amount. 
 
Based on last year’s giving records, we can expect to receive $933,415 during 2012 from people who 
have consistent giving patterns during the past 12 months but have not yet returned an Estimate of 
Giving Card as of 11/14/11. Based on the average total of loose offerings during the past 3 years, we 
can expect to receive $26,000 during the coming year from that source. This gives us a grand total of 
$959,400 of anticipated income for 2012 which at this point represents a 1% decrease in total giving 
over last year. 
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Kudos for Kelly    
At its October meeting, the Vestry passed a resolution to change the status of the Rev. Kelly B. 
Carlson from “Assistant to the Rector” to “Associate Rector.”  As we know, “titles” convey various 
messages such as lots of education if you have a Ph.D., or managerial competence if a C.E.O.  In the 
church “The Rev.” conveys a message about education and the authorization to minister. In the 
Episcopal Church, “Rector” designates the position of someone heading a congregation. An “Associate 
Rector” lends assistance to the Rector but is recognized as having an increased measure of respect and 
autonomy. In Kelly Carlson’s case, it seemed a propitious and appropriate time to recognize her 
experience and gifts in ministering here at Saint Peter’s and to acknowledge how valuable she has been 
in this transitional period both to the congregation and to the Interim Rector.     
  
         dvp 
 
 
Peeps from the Playgroup   by Lisa Reynolds, Director 
Give the gift of the Playgroup! Please tell friends and families about our very special program. The 
Playgroup is a unique and wonderful first experience away from home for children who are twenty 
months to three years old. For more information, please call 314-993-6774 or email  
playgroup@stpetersepiscopal.org.  Merry Christmas from the Playgroup! 
 
 
 
 
2012 Clifford Stanley Lecture Series 
Next April 20-21 the Clifford Lecture Series returns to Saint Peter’s Church with two special 
remarkable speakers.  Dr. Barbara Rossing, Professor of New Testament at the Lutheran Seminary of 
Chicago will join Professor Stephen Patterson—also a New Testament Professor at Willamette 
University in Salem, Oregon—formerly with Eden Seminary, and the newly-elected Director of the 
Westar Institute. The topic of their three April 2012 lectures, the first on Friday night and the other two 
on Saturday morning, is “Apocalypse: Revealing a Message of Hope”.  Mark your 2012 calendar and 
plan to attend! 
 
 
 
Reuse! Recycle! Two Special Requests for Books 

Pamoja is a new Afro-centric Program at Cole School in the City of St. Louis Public 
Schools. The grade school students need any books about Africa—for instance, books 
on wild animals, geography or travel in Africa—and about countries in Africa like 
South Africa, Egypt, Morocco, etc. 
  
The World Pediatric Project brings sick children (mostly from Mexico and Central 
America) for care at Shriners, Children’s and Cardinal Glennon Hospitals.  Books in 
Spanish and German—including dictionaries and texts—are needed and will be used 
to build a library for the children and their families at the Ronald McDonald House.  

  
There is a collection box near the Church Office.  Questions? or for pick-up contact Dudley Grove 
(314-993-0387 or dudleyg@sbcglobal.net). Thank you for your generosity! 
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 Pastoral Care News 
 
 

  
     Christmas   The deadline to order flowers and greens to beautify the sanctuary for the                                

F       Flowers  Christmas Season will be Thursday, December 1.  

and Greens If you would like to have the intention for your loved one listed in the 
Christmas Eve/Day service sheet, please call the Church Office for a form, 
and return it with your check no later than December 1. In order to meet the 
print deadline, names submitted after the 1st will not be included in the 
Christmas service sheets. 

 
 
 
 
Men’s Breakfast  
Join us on the second Tuesday of the month (December 13, January 10 and February 14) 
at 7:15 A.M. in the Undercroft for a breakfast gathering of the Men’s Group of Saint 
Peter’s Episcopal Church.  
 
 
Sunday Sandwiches   
 
2nd – 8th Graders, please help! Join other parishioners one Sunday each month to make lunches for the 
Sunshine Ministries, which provides services to homeless men in St. Louis. Let’s make as many 
lunches as we can! We meet 10:00 – 10:30 A.M. in the Undercroft kitchen on one Sunday each 
month during the school year. Join us on December 11.  
 
In the first half of 2012 we will meet on January 15, February 12, (no sandwiches in March), April 15, 
and May 13. Please come as often as you are able. 
 
 
St. Louis Chamber Chorus Concert 
 
Plan to attend the next concert of the St. Louis Chamber Chorus, Sunday, December 18, “a King’s 
Christmas” in the St. Vincent de Paul Chapel, 20 Archbishop May Drive, in Shrewsbury. And, looking 
ahead—on Sunday, February 19, 2012, the concert will be “A Chorus Carouse” in the Schlafly Tap 
Room. 
 
The St. Louis Chamber Chorus concerts are on Sunday afternoons at 3:00 P.M. For tickets or more 
information go to www.chamberchorus.org or call 636-458-4343. 
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Evening Women’s Association 
 
Please join us the first Friday of each month for fun, friendship and frivolity. All women from the 
parish and community are welcome; please bring a friend! We meet at 7:00 P.M. in the Undercroft. 
 
December 2:           Mariner’s Baking Project 
We’ll prepare fudge and drink treats for our contribution to the Christmas on the River project.  
Come join the fun in the kitchen and get a good workout stirring the fudge! 
 
 January 6:                Holiday Recovery 
We will gather for peaceful conversation and refreshments as we ease out of holiday mode back into 
“real life”. Plus, it is a chance to use up those holiday treats and leftovers for the pot luck. 
 
 
 
 
 
Woman’s Guild   by Elli Jordan 
 
The members of the Woman’s Guild want to thank all those who made our Bazaar a success. So many 
people contributed their time and effort. Many brought wonderful bakery goods, and seeing such 
fragrant, delicious looking, homemade goods made it impossible not to buy them! Well, I did leave 
some things for everyone else.... We have many talented artists who put in long hours creating 
beautiful, fun items for children and adults. And we appreciate the work that it took to get the antiques 
collected, sorted and displayed. It is a huge undertaking to put together the Bazaar and to everyone 
who participated, we are grateful. That definitely includes those who come to the Bazaar every year 
and purchase our offerings.  This year we will honor all of you by donating our proceeds to Grace Hill, 
Episcopal City Mission, and St. Peter's Episcopal Church. 
 
 As the holidays get closer, we want to remind you that we have three Tuesday programs related 
to the season: 
 
 November 29:  Sarah Bryan Miller will speak to us about Different Christmases  
 
 December 6:  Bill Aitken  will speak to us about Putting Christ in Christmas 
 
 December 13:  Kelly Decker, soprano, will sing for us at our Christmas Luncheon 
 
 
Even though it is still 2011, we are also looking forward to next year and our GARDEN WALK AND 
PARTY, on June 13.  We have been bringing together our Committee of 100 Garden Lovers.  We 
would love to have you on our Committee.  Please call Frances Gay, 314-995-9948, for more 
information. This is a really fun project and the gardens will be beautiful!!  
 
Merry Christmas from the Woman’s Guild! 
 
 
 



11 
 

 
The Staff says…“Thank You!”   
Thanks to your generosity, many boxes of cereal and other breakfast items were collected in October 
for the Williams Temple food pantry. We are grateful for your help in making our project so 
successful. 
 
Prayer List 
We pray for all those in this congregation who work in God's ministry—Daniel, Kelly, Stephen, Jay, 
and Joe, our clergy; the other members of the staff; and for our parish family. For our Ministry on the 
River, and for mariners who labor on our river systems and their families. For the Diversity Task 
Force. For the Shenandoah Elementary School students, teachers and tutors. For The Haven of Grace 
staff, babies, and their mothers; and all previous residents of The Haven of Grace and their children. 
We pray for those committed to our ongoing prayers—for all parishioners and for our families and 
friends. 
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Life is a Cabaret!  Save the date for Saint Peter’s Cabaret Night! 
 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 
�
On a long winter’s night enjoy the company of your fellow parishioners, a smart and funny program of 
Broadway, jazz and pop standards produced by maestros Bill Aitken and Cliff Hardy, and the culinary 
talents of our very own Iron Chefs. This delightful evening is a benefit to support parish outreach 
efforts through Saint Peter’s Faith in Action Commission. Mark February 11th on your calendar and 
look for your invitation and additional details in January’s mail! 
 
Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of the Parish will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012, beginning at nine 
o’clock in the morning. 
 
 
Office Notes 

The Church Office will observe the following holiday schedule: 
December 23 and Christmas Eve  – Office open until Noon 
December 30 and New Year’s Eve – Office open until Noon 

 
The Office will be closed and the buildings locked on the following days: 

December 26 and 27 – Christmas holidays  
January 2 – New Year’s holiday 
January 16 – Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday 

 
The deadline for the 2011 Annual Report is Wednesday, December 29. The deadline for the 
next issue of Rooster Tales Express is January 20, for Lent. Please submit your Annual Report 
and/or your newsletter article to Carol Lyons in the Church Office, at 
clyons@StPetersEpiscopal.org. 
 
 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

Please be reminded that Saint Peter’s Church follows the Mary Institute and Saint 
Louis Country Day School (MICDS) Snow Schedule. If MICDS is closed, Saint Peter’s 
building and offices will also be closed for the day and evening. 
 
 

 
THE PARISH STAFF 

The Reverend Daniel V. Pearson, Interim Rector                   The Reverend Kelly B. Carlson, Associate Rector 
The Reverend J. Stephen Bergmann, Pastoral Assistant                    The Reverend Jay L. Kanzler, Assisting                         
Rabbi Joseph R. Rosenbloom, Rabbi in Residence                   S. William Aitken,  Organist and Choirmaster                       
Gregory L. Knight, Children, Youth and Family Ministries Director                              Lisa Reynolds, Playgroup Director 
Kathy M. Jones, Financial Administrator                                 Cindy K. Heuermann, Stewardship Ministry Coordinator                
Carolyn S. Lyons, Parish Secretary                                                              Meghan MacFadden, Receptionist/Office Assistant                                      
Alexandru Mixich, Full Time Sexton      Florica Mixich,  Part Time Sexton
   


